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after the style of Delphic oracles. You will recollect I expressed my
views then, and told you that a document of that nature I could only
sign because you were in it.
I arn,
Tours sincerely,
A. CARTWRIGHT, ESQ,.
JOHANNESBURG
From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 4814
131.   LETTER TO EJP.C. LANE1
JOHANNESBURG,
May 14, 1908
DEAR MR.   LANE,
I have your letter of the 13th instant, for which I beg to tender
my thanks to Mr. Smuts. The letter, in my opinion, raises a tremendous
question, and gives rise to a very great misunderstanding. When the
negotiations were going on, I could never have dreamed of accepting
a compromise which would mean a differential treatment of Asiatics
entering after the period of three months.2 Had such been the under-
standing, steps would certainly have been then taken to inform Indians
even in India and that could only have been done by cablegrams, in
order to enable the people to return to the Transvaal within three
months, and even then I do not know that it would have been at all a
just thing to expect Indians from India within that period in order to
exchange their documents. The limitation only applied to those who were
then resident in the Transvaal. General Smuts will, on a perusal of the
letter signed by me and my fellow-prisoners, see that the sentence "Such
mode of registration should apply to those also who, being out of the
Colony, may return and otherwise possess the right of re-entry9* was
added by me to the letter brought by Mr, Gartwright, as were certain
other words. It was never contemplated that to such Asiatics the
tentative period of three months should apply. Nor was the alternative
course of keeping voluntary registration open for an indefinite period
1 This letter was published in Indian Opinion, 4-7-1908, and a copy of it was sent
by Ritch as an annexure to his letter of July 27, 1908, to the Colonial Office.
2 In Lane's letter of May 13, 1908, General Smuts had argued that the same
"mode of registration" was to apply to this category of persons as to all other Asiatic
residents in the Transvaal who were to register voluntarily within the three-month
period.   That is to say, those returning to the Colony after May 9 would be treated under
the law in exactly the same way as those Asiatics in the Colony who had refused to
register voluntarily.   Vide S.N. 4812,